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10 Common Expressions 
 
1) The grass is always greener on the other side. Be careful about 
imagining that life will be better in a different job or different 
situation.  
 
2) Don't count your chickens before they have hatched. Don't 
assume something is happening until it happens. 
 
3) A chain is only as strong as the weakest link. A team is only as 
strong as its least able member.  
 
4) You can lead a horse to water but you can't make it drink. You 
can provide great opportunities for somebody but ultimately it 
depends on them to take advantage of the situation.  
 
5) Don't bite the hand that feeds you. Be positive to the person that 
supports you in this life!  
 
6) No man is an island. Everybody needs help.  
 
7) When in Rome, do as the Romans do. Adapt to the customs and 
norms of your environment.  
 
8) Too many cooks spoil the broth. If you have too many people 
contributing to a project, the project can cease to be effective.  
 
9) You can't make an omelette without breaking a few eggs. 
Sometimes you have to be challenging in order to move a team or 
project forward.  
 
 



TLP Business English Articles                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

2 
 

 

 
10) People who live in a glass house should not throw stones. 
Consider your own vulnerabilities/weaknesses before criticizing 
others.  
 
11) Never look a gift horse in the mouth. Accept a present 
unconditionally.  
 
12) Birds of a feather, flock together. People tend to want to spend 
time with like-minded people.  
 
 
 


